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  History  
I.  OVERVIEW 

-  Incorporated in 1905; Chartered in 1909 
-  World War II Home Front Effort 
-  Historic Preservation 
-  Oil Refining, Industrial, Commercial, Shipping 



  History : Demographics  
I.  OVERVIEW 

Richmond Demographics 

Source: City of Richmond Planning and Services 
Department and 2010 Census Demographics 



I.  OVERVIEW 

  History : Iron Triangle 

Iron Triangle, Central Richmond Neighborhood 

-  5 Planning Areas 

-  66% of population :              

African Americans 

-  Site for rehabilitation 

-  Currently attracting investors 
 
 



  Sustainability Efforts  
I.  OVERVIEW 

Difficult Preconditions 
 

-  Industrial sites (ship yards, oil refineries, etc.) 
-  Small financial budget 
-  High demand for repairs, reconstructions, maintenance 

   



  Sustainability Efforts  
I.  OVERVIEW 

Efforts and Potential Solutions 
 

-  Great potential in the Richmond Greenway for green spaces  
-  Greenway a major focus on the General Plan 
-  Richmond Watershed Project 

 



  Richmond Programs 
I.  OVERVIEW 

•  MCE Clean Energy Program 
 

•  Health in All Policies (HiAP) 
 

•  Richmond Recovery Rebate (R3) 
 

•  Urban Greening Master Plan  

What sets Richmond apart? 



  Sustainability in Planning  
II.  GENERAL PLAN 

Recipient of the Preserving and the 
Protection of the Environment award and 
Start it Up award for the City of the 
Richmond, Richmond General Plan 2030 

Sustainability elements found in the plan 

-  Marin Clean Energy 

-  Monitored by BAAQMD  

-  (Bay Area Air Quality Mgmt. District) 

-  High density infill / mixed use 

development 

-  Transit corridors; bicycle and 

pedestrian friendly streets 

-  Integrated system of parks, green 

streets, and trails 
 
 



  Sustainability in Planning  
II.  GENERAL PLAN 



II.  GENERAL PLAN 

  Sustainability in Planning  



  Group Scores  
III.   ANALYSIS 



  Group Scores 
III.   ANALYSIS 

Calculated Group Agreement Score (Krippendorff’s) 
 



  Visiting Richmond  
IV.  OBSERVATIONS 



  Meeting with Richmond’s Sr. Planner 
IV.  OBSERVATIONS 

Hector J. Rojas, LEED AP 
Senior Planner, City of Richmond 

Previous General Plan (1994 – 2010): Suburban plan, focus on decentralizing  
downtown area 
 

Current General Plan (adopted April 25, 2012 until 2030): Planning began in 2005  
and given a budget of $2 million but ran out in 2008 
 

Highlights: 
 

•  “Every city is trying to reinvent itself” 
•  NIMBY 
•  Pride for Community Health & Wellness Element 

 Health Equity - Health in All Policies (HiAP) Program 
 Tackles determinants of crime, not the symptoms of it 



  General Plan : Heartbreaker? 
IV.  OBSERVATIONS 

City Plan | Optimism 
 
Exploring the City | Disappointment 
 
-  Open lots and vacated buildings 
-  “Change areas” have amenities 
-  Specific needs of Richmond 

Meeting with Hector Rojas | Hope 
 
-  High level of community involvement 
-  Suburban exclusion 
-  Reduction of crime through 

institutional changes 



  Opinions of the APA Matrix 
V.  CONCLUDING THOUGHTS 

Pros:  Aided by Hector Rojas 
 

-  Helpful to planners to construct General Plans 
-  Standardized system to create high expectations for cities 
-  Even if cities may not reach the ideal, they at least strive towards it 
 
Cons:  Contra APA procedures 
 

-  Scoring matrix ignores specific history/background and preconditions 
of cities 

-  Follows "one size fits all" model of development 
-  Is ignorant towards specific actions outside of the plan           

(complicated to expect those evaluating cities to include specific 
action plans, etc.) 



  Concluding Thoughts 
V.  CONCLUDING THOUGHTS 

Does Richmond benefit more from 
 

slow development based off community 
participatory planning  
 

or  
 

fast development due to top-down actions? 
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